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Editorôs Note 
Namaskara Everyone. 

 

It was so nice to interact with so many of you at the 2018 Annual Convention in Detroit. As 

expected, our friends from Detroit Chapter successfully conducted an exciting and informative 

convention.  

 

The Conventionôs theme was: Arive Guru ( ). It was interesting to hear from three 

Swamijis on their view of the theme. Dr. Somashekhar was his usual eloquent self in his talk on the 

theme. Mr. Naveen Kottige gave us an overview of the youth forum he has organized in Karnataka and invited our 

participation in it.  

 

Linga pooja, Yoga and Jumba sessions, health and business workshops were well organized and attended. Anubhava 

Ghosti covered a broad range of topics and food for thought. We all enjoyed the sumptuous breakfast, lunch and dinners. 

 

 The workshop on Model Veerashaiva Community on the first day of the conference attracted room full of participants. 

We had to extend the time for the workshop twice. Here is a summary of the discussions: 

 

1. Program Content for children. Provide more materials like SHIVA ï Sunday Headstart in Veerashaiva Activities. 

Also conduct Skype call once on Sunday. 

2. Training Chapter Presidents and officers 

3. Conduct ñAnubhava Ghostiò in every chapter 

4. Have more discussions with youth, led by youth, supported by knowledgeable seniors 

5. Bringing Swamijis and India context learnings will not help people here. We need more philosophical discussions 

as applicable here! 

 

We need volunteers to facilitate these activities. Please let us know if you can contribute in any way!  

Here are some of the comments and questions from the Convention attendees that might be of interest to organizers of 

future conventions: 

 

¶ Make the convention into a two-day workshop immersing participants (adults and youth) in to Veerashaiva 

principles and practices, to make the convention unique and value added. 

¶ Focus entertainment programs only on Veerashaiva concepts, eliminate Bollywood-like programs, shorten the 

sessions, provide priority to professional groups (do not make their programs the last ones and late in the 

evening). 

¶ Reduce the expenses, find moderate venues. 

We covered four of the eight Ashtavaranas (Guru, Linga, Jangama and Vibhuthi) in previous issue. We have included an 

article on the fifth (Rudrakshi) in this issue. We will cover the remaining (Mantra, Prasada, Padodaka) in subsequent 

issues. Hope you find them illuminating. May I welcome you to share your thoughts on how useful these and other 

articles are and how do we accommodate Ashtavaranas in our daily lives here? 

 

How can the VSNA continue to serve the requirements of various age groups in our community? Is it necessary for 

VSNA to create educational programs on our tenets tailored to the needs of each of these groups? How should we utilize 

the talents and experience of our members to create such programs? Please let us know of your thoughts. 

  

As always, we can be reached at newsletter_committee@googlegroups.com. Happy reading! 

Sharanu Sharanarthi,  

Dr. Sajjan Shiva 
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Publisher ôs Note  
Namasakara Everyone, 

 

We request all VSNA members to submit articles and Chapter presidents to submit Chapter activity 

reports. The guidelines to submit articles and Chapter activity reports are given below on this page. We 

encourage you all to bring Young Sharanas' Section to your children's attention and ask them to actively 

participate and contribute. Please provide your feedback at  newsletter@vsna.org. We look forward to 

Mrs. Shaila Eswarappa your active participation.  
 
Sharanu Sharanrthigalu, 

 

 

 

 

Guidelines for Submission of Articles 

 
The Editorial committee welcomes your articles and poems for publication in our esteemed Newsletter - Baandhavya.   

Please adhere to the guidelines below and provide clear, concise, quality articles with facts. The Articles should 

reflect Veerashaiva / Lingayat philosophy, highlighting its rich religious and spiritual heritage.  Submissions may 

include the life of Sharanas, Vachana interpretations and the philosophy.  Please share contributions / achievements of 

the members in enriching the community around the world. 

 

1. Articles should be original in nature and have not been published in any other format / heading in the previous 

editions of Baandhavya or any other VSNA publications. 

2. If the articles contained any part or paragraph of previously published books / articles, appropriate reference 

should be provided. 

3. Articles should be 1-2 pages (exceptions can be made up to 4 pages based on the subject / topic). 

4. Up to 2 articles per author / issue will be considered per publication. 

5. Editorial committee will review the article within 5 business days and the editor-in-chief will communicate to the 

writer of its acceptance / revision /rejection. 

6. Revised article will be considered as a new submission and due course will be followed. 

7. Articles received within the prescribed due date will be considered for publication in the issue.  If an article is 

received after the due date, it will be considered for the following issue.   

 

     Guidelines for Chapter Presidents: 
 

Please follow the guidelines for submitting chapter activities / updates and major achievements of the members to        

be published in our esteemed Newsletter - Baandhavya  

1. One Paragraph write up highlighting each event / program and include pictures. 

Note: Please send only 2 ï 3 pictures per event /program.   

2. Please restrict your chapter report to 1 ï 2 pages including pictures. 

3. Send the write up in word format only. 

 
VSNA Newsletter Committee -  newsletter_committee@googlegroups.com      

 

, ,   |  ,     ï  

Ka u, nǕlige, manavu tanadendannabǛa | an'yaranu kondarenabǛa, ivu mȊrutannannǛ kollavuvu - sarvajña 

mailto:newsletter@vsna.org
mailto:newsletter_committee@googlegroups.com
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Presidentôs Message                                  

Dear Fellow Veerashaivas,                                                                                       

The highlight of this quarter most obviously is the 2018 Convention hosted by Detroit 

Chapter. I am sure it is still fresh in all our minds. I truly appreciate and thank the Detroit 

Chapter members for their hospitality and graciousness in hosting a memorable 2018 

Convention.  Overall the Convention was very well executed kudos to the team members and 

more importantly to so many of the unsung heroes!  

 

The Conventions require immense planning and preparations, we were very fortunate to have 

motivated and dedicated 2018 Convention team under the leadership of Dayanand Tumkur and Sunita Kore. 

Truly, they made it very easy for the Central VSNA. They planned and accomplished all on their own. This was 

truly a very joyous and extraordinary celebration.  

It was an honor to speak at the very special Convention once again. I sincerely believe there is no higher 

religion than human service. To serve, to strike, and to strive for my VSNA, my people, and my community is 

one of the best gifts I have received. I genuinely feel humbled and blessed. 

 

The stage decorations were beautiful. I noticed the Detroit teamôs creative thoughts in consolidating all of the 

21 Chapter flags into just four light weight banners. Several honorable guest speakers graced the stage. I am 

most grateful to all of our guest speakers and Swamijis for their presence. The Meravanige was a refreshing 

change and brought everyone together. The youths did a very nice job during the delightful entertainment 

sessions. The musical performances on both the days was outstanding. The food was great, each and every meal 

was well planned. 

Many members traveled long distances serves to remind us all just how important our conventions are and that 

we need to continue the traditions of hosting them each and every year.  

I hope that the Central VSNA could have contributed more in lending a hand to the 2018 Convention team. We 

the Central BOD could have spent more productive time in communicating and facilitating the convention team 

rather than spend time in combined trivial discussions and frivolous rulings for the past few months.  

Our vision moving ahead is to connect with members and chapters more closely. More importantly, make our 

youths the highest priority.   

Overall we had a very productive and successful 2017-18 term. I thank the officers and BOD team members for 

their dedication. Thank you to all the members for being part of the VSNA organization. 

 

As I mentioned in my speech I would like to conclude by pronouncing - Donôt think of what you can get from 

VSNA but think of what you can contribute to VSNA. Thank you.  

 

Sharanu Sharanarthigalu 

Laxmi Hiremath - VSNA President  

 

 

 

 ;  ;  ;  ;  

guruvi idu tanuvǕyittu; ligavi idu manavǕyittu; ja gamaviidu dhanavǕyittu; basavaavi idu bhaktiyǕyittu; kapilasid'dhamallinǕthayya 

-   Sid'dharǕmǛŜvara  
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BOR Message  

Sharanu, 

It is my pleasure to report that the 41st VSNA convention- Detroit was very successful. 

Thank you to the Detroit chapter members for their hospitality and hard work in hosting 

the convention. The programs were spiritual and very informative. The food was 

delicious and the entertainment program by professionals and local artists were 

excellent. 
Dadasaheb Patil - BOR Chair.   

  

As per the BOD mandate, the BOR provided election guidelines and are also working with the election 

committee to conduct a free and fair election.  

The BOR is also working on service oriented projects. We will give the details very soon. 

Sharanu Sharanarthi,  

 

Youthôs Voice 

Dear All,  

The VSNA Youth Chapter is excited to be involved in the upcoming national convention hosted in Michigan 

this summer! Some initiatives that it is currently working on is maintaining and expanding 

Youth programming for the convention in order to provide for a more holistic youth 

experience. Traditional programming that it will pursue is the Jeopardy tournament based 

off of Veerashaivism, the open youth forum to discuss the faith and their identities, and 

the youth trip into the city. The National Chapter board will be working together with the 

Michigan youth chapter in order to come up with fresh initiatives such as bringing a 

keynote speaker and having more programming for a myriad of age groups.  

 
 Bilva Chandra 

 President ï National Youth Chapter            
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The VSNA celebrates 41 st  Annual Convention  

Theme of the Convention was ñARIVE GURU - (  )Ó 

 

The Veerashaiva Samaja of North America (VSNA) the oldest and the 

largest overseas organization of the Veerashaiva Lingayats recently 

celebrated its 41
st
 annual convention in metro Detroit, Michigan USA 

on June 29
th
 and 30

th
 2018. The theme of the convention was ñARIVE 

GURUñ. This convention was hosted and organized by VSNAôs Detroit 

Chapter in the magnificent Edward hotel and convention center in 

Dearborn, Michigan. Over 450 participants attended the annual gala 

festival, which is becoming increasingly popular among the overseas 

Veerashaiva Lingayats. Prior to the unfolding of the main events, the organizers had arranged a special retreat 

for the benefit of the youth to provide them an opportunity to bond with their brethren. The classes were 

organized for those interested in learning and practicing in yoga and meditation. 

The uniqueness of this yearôs convention was the Basaveshwar procession on June 30
th
 Saturday morning with 

several VSMI members playing big drums. It was the highlight of the event and also very attractive and 

emotional. 

The convention activities began with the official welcome from the Detroit chapter president Mr. Narendra 

Hadimani and convention chair Mr. Dayanand Tumkur. Then Mrs. Laxmi Hiremath, president of VSNA, 

delivered her state of the samaja address. Dr. C. Somashekarôs (the keynote speaker) speech was excellent on 

Arive Guru. Then three swamijis talked on different aspects of Arive Guru. Mrs. Sunita Kore thanked all the 

attendees, guests and the organizers of the convention. 

After lunch, the convention concentrated on different aspects such as business entrepreneurship and problems 

related to health etc., in panel discussions. The entertainment programs were enchanting including dance 

performances. Mr. Sirdesaiôs standup comedy kept audience laughing for the whole hour. 

The 41
st
 convention was very successful and ended with great praise by everyone. 

G. Doddamani  

Past VSNA president 
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